Information about The 6th World Congress of Paediatric Cardiology and Cardiac Surgery can be found at http://www.pccs2013.co.za.
The 6th World Congress will build on the interdisciplinary educational and scientific foundations established through the five previous World Congresses. The history of this event reflects a unity of purpose between surgeons and physicians. The first World Congress of Paediatric Cardiology was held in London, United Kingdom, in 1980, organised by Dr Jane Somerville and Prof. Fergus Macartney. The idea was that of Jane Somerville, who worked with enormous energy and enthusiasm to bring together paediatric cardiologists and surgeons from around the world.
The Cape Town is now the beneficiary and provides an ideal meeting place for the global coalition of doctors, nurses, and health scientists who use research and technological development to provide better care for babies, children, and adults with congenital and acquired cardiac disease. The World Congress of Paediatric Cardiology and Cardiac Surgery is the major international scientific event for our global community and an opportunity to highlight and review 4 years of research and technological developments in basic sciences, translational and clinical research, and therapeutic interventions. The international faculty now includes over 300 members and promises an exceptional scientific programme across the different disciplines from interventions, imaging, procedures, and surgery through to critical care.
The World Congress of Paediatric Cardiology and Cardiac Surgery supports the notion that all children with cardiac disease ought not to be denied the benefits of medical science, and our vision is to use this Congress as a platform to spread cardiac care to those children in regions without access. It is an occasion to emphasise the glaring inadequacies in delivery of cardiac care in many countries, and to use this global forum to find creative humanitarian solutions to develop new services in resource-poor environments.
Of course, the limitations to developing cardiac care in the presence of financial, managerial, and human resource constraints are problems shared with colleagues from wealthier nations. Science alone will not meet these challenges, and our Congress offers health policy planners, health system managers, and health economists a unique forum to find health systems solutions necessary to initiate, develop, and improve cardiac care for children.
There are six ''tracks'' for delegates to follow over the 5 days of the Congress: Parallel sessions mean delegates can switch across tracks as they please. All the scientific sessions are open to any delegate; in other words, delegates are not hostage to any of the five tracks on any day or at any time. The programme is a mix of popular plenary sessions, debates, lectures, and live cases. The Congress is enriched by the participation of many institutions that have taken the opportunity to arrange their own breakfast or evening symposia. Over 1400 abstracts have been accepted either for oral presentation or as E posters in the digital ''abstract café''.
Numerous international societies and institutions have shared the vision that ''The World Congress of Paediatric Cardiology and Cardiac Surgery'', held every 4 years, is the defining international event in the lives of those of us committed to helping children with cardiac disease and adults with congenital cardiac disease. This issue of Cardiology in the Young is dedicated to HeartWeek in Florida, and the organisers of HeartWeek are pleased to cancel our 2013 meetings to support the World Congress in South Africa. In fact, several institutions and societies cancelled their own meetings in 2013 in favour of The World Congress, and in that regard we acknowledge the magnanimous gestures of the Children's Hospital of Philadelphia, All Children's Hospital of Saint Petersburg, Florida, Johns Hopkins Medicine, and the World Society for Pediatric and Congenital Heart Surgery. Each of these organisations will actively participate in the 6th World Congress of Paediatric Cardiology and Cardiac Surgery. A special session on Surgery for Rheumatic Heart Disease will be held with The World Society for Pediatric and Congenital Heart Surgery.
With Table Mountain as a backdrop, the ''mother city'' is instantly recognisable as a major international tourist destination. The competing attractions of Robben Island, the Table Mountain National Park, the Victoria and Alfred Waterfront, Kirstenbosch Botanical Gardens, the beaches, and the winelands offer visitors to Cape Town a formidable choice of historical, cultural, botanical, and fun destinations. The game reserves with their vast array of African wildlife are not far off and provide delegates with the perfect reason to extend their visit to South Africa.
The World Congresses have been successful in bringing together delegates from many countries across very different health-care environments for stimulating educational meetings where individuals can network and learn from one another. The World Congress has been effective in fostering a collegial spirit between the many specialities involved in children's heart health, providing a range of opportunities for trainees and established practitioners to upgrade skills, cooperate, and collaborate for the good of children with cardiac disease around the world. Bigger is not necessarily better, but the 6th World Congress promises to be a very worthwhile experience and important global event. You too can be an ''Olympian'' in Cape Town in February!
